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RESPONSE TO A RESTRICT tHN RF.QIJIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
Sir: 



This communication is responsive to the restriction requirement dated August 10, 2004. 
concerning the above-referenced patent ^plication. 

The claims have been restricted into three (3) groups. Applicant respectfully disagrees 
part with the basis for the restriction as discussed below. Applicant nevertheless hereby elects 



in- 



for examination Group I, claims 1-8, subject to the response below. 

Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to reconsider the restriction and to examine 
the Claims of Group I to III together. Restriction is appropriate if two or more independent and 
distinct inventions are claimed m one application (35 U.S.C. §121); however, even if inventions 
are determined to be independent or distinct, restriction should not be made if examination can 
be performed without a "serious burden" on the examiner (MPEP §803). It is respectfully 
submitted that there would be no "serious burden" on the Examiner to examine all three Groups 
together. 
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In sum, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider the restriction and to 
examine the clain\s of Group I to III together. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§116-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0872. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check 
being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or even 
entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0872. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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Barry S. Wilson 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,431 
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